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All Somerset County Council Members are invited to attend meetings of the Cabinet and
Scrutiny Committees.

Issued By Scott Wooldridge, Strategic Manager - Governance and Risk and Monitoring Officer
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For further information about the meeting, please contact Michael Bryant or Scott Wooldridge
or 01823 357628 democraticservices@somerset.gov.uk

Guidance about procedures at the meeting follows the printed agenda.

This meeting will be open to the public and press, subject to the passing of any resolution
under Regulation 4 of the Local Authorities (Executive Arrangements) (Meetings and Access to
Information) (England) Regulations 2012.

This agenda and the attached reports and background papers are available on request prior to
the meeting in large print, Braille, audio tape & disc and can be translated into different
languages. They can also be accessed via the council's website on
www.somerset.gov.uk/agendasandpapers
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AGENDA
ltem Cabinet - 10.00 am Wednesday 19 December 2018

1 Public Question Time (Pages 3 - 4)

The Chair will allow members of the public to present a petition on any matter
within the Cabinet’s remit. Questions or statements about any matter on the
agenda for this meeting may be taken at the time when each matter is considered.



Agenda item 4

Cabinet — 19t December 2018 — Public Questions

Nigel Behan
1) Relates to Revenue Budget Monitoring Update:

http://democracy.somerset.gov.uk/documents/s9160/Cabinet%20and%20Key%20De
cision%20template%20May%202016.pdf

In 2.7 it is stated that:
“2.7. Potential Future Issues

Although not reflected in the outturn projections at this stage, there are a few areas
where issues may arise before the end of the financial year that may influence the
end of year forecasts. Management will up-date on these areas at the quarter 3
budget monitoring position. These include: « the council’s strategy for managing the
costs of borrowing (minimum revenue provision — MRP). Proposals currently being
reviewed with the external auditor; « The adequacy of the Council’s insurance
reserve. Potential liabilities currently being reviewed; « The Council’s earmarked
reserves, with a view to seeking opportunities to replenish these were appropriate in
order to aid the Council’s overall financial resilience.”

Does “replenish” mean eliminate the earmarked negative reserves as a major
priority?
Q2&3 Relate to the Medium Term Financial Strategy 2019- 2022 (and the

Provisional local government finance settlement 2019 to 2020)

http://democracy.somerset.gov.uk/documents/s9180/Medium%20Term%20Financial
%20Strateqy%20-%20Report%20v2.pdf

Public Finance (CIPFA) reported (about the settlement) that:

“A further 15 councils, mainly counties, will take part in the 75% business rates
retention pilots. These included troubled Northamptonshire County Council.”

2. When will the MTFP (draft) budget be adjusted given that Somerset is also a
pilot County?

The government statement also so stated:

“There will also be no change to the Council Tax Referendum limits set for local
authorities in 2018-19, aside from further flexibility offered on the police precept
level.

Authorities will have the flexibility to increase their core Council Tax requirement by
up to 3% and can draw, as needed, on the Adult Social Care precept to meet
demand for services. But local residents will continue to be protected and be able to
approve or veto any excessive rises in a referendum.”

Page 3


http://democracy.somerset.gov.uk/documents/s9160/Cabinet%20and%20Key%20Decision%20template%20May%202016.pdf
http://democracy.somerset.gov.uk/documents/s9160/Cabinet%20and%20Key%20Decision%20template%20May%202016.pdf
http://democracy.somerset.gov.uk/documents/s9180/Medium%20Term%20Financial%20Strategy%20-%20Report%20v2.pdf
http://democracy.somerset.gov.uk/documents/s9180/Medium%20Term%20Financial%20Strategy%20-%20Report%20v2.pdf
https://www.publicfinance.co.uk/news/2018/12/northants-budgets-sets-out-savings-plans-and-council-tax-rise1

3. Whatis SCC’S view on the meaning of “excessive” and what would the
Council Tax rise have to be for the projected (MTFP) shortfall for 2019/20 to be
met?

4) Relates to Revenue Budget Monitoring Update:

http://democracy.somerset.gov.uk/documents/s9160/Cabinet%20and%20Key%20De
cision%20template%20May%202016.pdf

In section 2.1 it is stated:
“Children & Learning Central Commissioning: (-) £0.706m movement (-) £0.207m

The projected underspend against Getset has increased by £0.149m, mainly due to
staff leaving the service earlier than anticipated.”

What is the total projected underspend for Getset in the above figures and how will
the increase noted above modify/amend the business case and consequent
proposals put forward in the current public consultation and staff consultation
respectively?

Kerry Tonkin

As the Headteacher of Bishop Fox's School in Taunton | am very grateful for the
opportunity to address the Cabinet. | can confirm, on behalf of the Trust, of our full
support for the expansion of our School.

The Trust recognises the need to respond to the increase in secondary pupils
forecast from 2020 onwards and is pleased to be working with the Local Authority to
provide secondary school places for the young people of Taunton.
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